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A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF HEALTH LITERACY ON OPISTHORCHIASIS
PREVENTION IN LOW AND HIGH PREVALENCE AREA LUMNAMPOA ZONE
UDONTHANI PROVINCE.

Wisit Nonthison, MD. *
Tanakorn Khamharnpol, Dr.P.H **

Abstract

The population of the cross-sectional analytical study was people aged 18-65 years old
from 6 districts (Nong Saeng, Kumphawapi, Si That, Wang Sam Mo, Non Sa-at, and
Prachaksinlapakhom) around the Paow River Basin in Udonthani Province. The study aimed to
compare the health literacy of liver fluke prevention between people in low and high
prevalence areas. Divide the 984 sample into 492 individuals for low prevalence area and 492
individuals for high prevalence area. The data was collected by interviews and group
discussions. Descriptive statistics were adopted for data analysis and compare the health
literacy using the Chi-square. Descriptive statistics were adopted for data analysis and compare
the health literacy using the Chi-square, presenting with frequency, percentage and p-value.
The result revealed that most of the sample from both low and high prevalence areas were
female 78.52 percent and 73.20 percent, with the average age of 54.24 years old (S.D. + 8.39)
and 54.61 years old (S.D. + 8.43), respectively. The sample with primary education was 48.89
and 49.07 percent, and 59.64 and 75.05 percent had the overall health literacy of liver fluke
prevention at the low level. Health literacy of liver fluke prevention between low prevalence
and high prevalence areas in the aspects of accessibility of health information and health
services, understanding, and communication skills showed overall differences with statistical
significance (p-value = 0.001). Therefore, the public health agencies and related agencies
should prepare the program to promote appropriate health literacy that is in line with the
context and way of life of the community for the people. Also, monitoring and evaluating the
results of the program continuously for the community to have the potential to prevent liver

fluke strongly and sustainably.

Keywords: health literacy, liver fluke

*Si That hospital Udon Thani Province.
* The office of Si That District Public Health,Udon Thani Province.
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