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HEALTH LITERACY AND NEED TO CANNABIS FOR MEDICAL USE
OF PEOPLE IN CHAIWAN DRISTRIC, UDONTHANI PROVINCE

SUPALUCK UNCHAISRI, B.P.H*

This cross-sectional analytical study was aimed at studying the situation and demand
for medical cannabis. Also, evaluate the health literacy on the use of medical cannabis. And
study factors related with to demand for medical cannabis among people in Chaiwan District,
Udon Thani Province. A population of 27,227 individuals was included in this study. Data
collection was performed using a questionnaire that underwent the content validity test by 3
experts. Cronbach's alpha coefficient was 0.94. Descriptive statistics such as mean, percentage,
and standard deviation were applied. Multiple logistic regression was performed to analyze
the relationship between factors and demand for medical cannabis and present the result
with Adjusted OR at the confidence interval of 95%, p-value <0.05.

Results revealed that most of the sample was female 57.13%, the average age was
34.25 years old, had educational attainment lower than a bachelor's degree 72.37%, and was
a farmer/general contractor 51.27%. Overall health literacy, at a problematic level 95
individuals 49.50% and inadequate level 62 individuals 32.14%. Literacy on medical cannabis,
at low level were 71 individuals 36.75% and excellent level 51 individuals 26.66%. Attitude on
using medical cannabis, at the good level were 110 individuals 57.25% and moderate level
were 61 percent 31.91%. Factors related to the demand for medical cannabis with statistically
significant were attitude on using medical cannabis Adj OR 3.67 (95% Cl: 2.70-4.01, p-
value=0.001), information receiving Adj OR 2.19 (95% Cl: 1.52 to 2.92, p-value=0.001),
knowledge and understanding Adj OR 1.76 (95% Cl: 1.15 to 2.12, p-value=0.003), occasionally
exercise Adj OR 1.83 (95% ClI: 1.05 to 1.90, p-value=0.032), and health literacy in the
understanding aspect Adj OR 1.65 (95% Cl: 1.16 to 2.06, p-value=0.002)

Keywords: Health Literacy, Cannabis
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