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Health beliefs and the COVID-19 Vaccine: A case study of pregnancy

Nongwuaso district, Udonthani province.
Phanuphong Phangtui, M.S.N.*

Abstract

This qualitative research aimed to study the health beliefs of pregnant women towards
COVID-19 vaccine and the role of community nurses in empowering pregnant women and their
families to receive the vaccine in Nong Wua So district, Udon Thani province. Were 55
researchers participating in the studied, comprising 26 pregnant women, 23 family members of
pregnant women, and 3 healthcare providers specializing in maternal care. Data were collected
between November and December 2021 using in-depth interview guidelines, focus group
discussions, and non-participatory observation guidelines. Content analysis was used to analyze
qualitative data, and descriptive statistics were used to analyze quantitative data.

The results showed that 1. The health beliefs of pregnant women towards COVID-19

vaccine can be divided into three dimensions: 1) Perception of the risk of getting sick, including
the risk of getting infected and the severity of the disease. 2) Perception of the severity of the
disease, including knowledge, awareness, and concern about the disease and vaccine.
3) Perception of the benefits of receiving the vaccine, including the benefits, risks, and decision
to receive the vaccine. These three dimensions were found to be different between the
vaccinated and unvaccinated groups. The difference was found to be associated with the
different levels of information received about COVID-19 and COVID-19 vaccine between the two
groups. 2. Community nurses play an important role in empowering pregnant women and their
families to receive vaccines. This includes: Providing information and building understanding
about the benefits of vaccines. Promoting pregnant women and their families to make the
decision to receive vaccines. Following up after vaccination. These roles can be summarized
into four key areas: Assessment, Critical thinking, Empowerment and Sustainability.

Suggestions from this studied. Providing guidance and making decisions regarding
vaccination should be done with careful consideration and value, especially for pregnant
women. It is important to involve the pregnant woman, her spouse, and her family in the
decision-making process. Community nurses should play a key role in empowering pregnant

women to access comprehensive vaccination services.

Keywords: Pregnancy, Health beliefs, COVID-19 Vaccine, Role of Community Nurses

* Primary and Holistic care Department. Nong Wua So Hospital.
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